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HONORARY DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Prof Richard 
Hays

Professor Richard Hays, after 
graduating with MBBS from the 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�4XHHQVODQG�LQ�������
spent the early years of his career 
as a clinical general practitioner 
in northern Queensland before 
becoming a full-time academic in 
1991 when he took on the post of 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
General Practice, University of Sydney. 
Richard later obtained his doctorate 
from the James Cook University of 
North Queensland in 1991 and
received his Higher Doctorate in 
Medicine from the University of 
Queensland in 2004. He also has 
VHYHUDO�SURIHVVLRQDO�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�
including Dip RCOG, FRACGP, 
FACTM, FACRRM, FAcadMed to 
name a few.

Richard had played a key role in the 
development of several new medical 
education programmes, including 
James Cook University (Australia), 
Keele University (United Kingdom) 
and Bond University (Australia). As 
Foundation Dean, he was responsible 
for the educational development 

and accreditation of the School of 
Medicine, James Cook University 
ZKLFK�LQ������ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�QHZ�
Australian medical school to open 
LQ����\HDUV�ZLWK�D�QHZ�FXUULFXOXP�
UHÁHFWLQJ�UHJLRQDO�KHDOWKFDUH�DQG�
workforce needs.

As one of Australia’s leading experts 
in medical education, Richard had 
visiting academic engagements to 
many universities in North America 
(Southern Illinois University, British 
Columbia), Europe (UCL, Cambridge, 
7URPVR��/LPHULFN���:HVWHUQ�3DFLÀF�
(Fiji) and Asia (China, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia).  He has also participated 
in many international medical 
education quality assurance reviews.

At the International Medical University 
(IMU), Malaysia, Richard has been a 
visiting academician since 2013. 
His extensive contribution is seen 
as a member of the Professional 
Education Advisory Committee 
(PEAC). He is actively involved in the 
review of programmes and its quality 
of delivery. 

Throughout his career, Richard’s 
research interests include curriculum 
and assessment practices that 
deliver particular workforce 
outcomes, with a strong Social 
Accountability focus. This overlaps 
strongly with his rural health service 
delivery and programme evaluation 
interests. He has been awarded 
about AUD 3 million in competitive 
research and development grants. 
He published approximately 105 
research papers in peer-reviewed 
journals, 270 other journal articles, 
book reviews, published abstracts 
and 8 books, primarily on assessment, 
curriculum design and educational 
quality assurance.

Richard still loves leading change 
based on medical education 
development and remains in 
part-time clinical practice. He is 
also currently the Chair for the 
Tasmanian Rural Medical Generalist 
Coordinating Council and Editor for 
the MedEdPublish based in the UK.


