
A Chinese 
Medicine 

Practitioner in 
Perth. Australia 

KUALA LUMPUR: Goh Huay Ing is from 
the 2011 cohort of IMU's Chinese Medicine 
programme and after three years of studies at 
IMU, she transferred to RMIT University in 
2014 before finally graduating with her 
degree in December 2015. After completing 
her final year at RMIT University in Mel-
bourne, she decided to join the workforce in 
Australia. 

"The pathway to being a Chinese 
Medicine practitioner in Australia is very 
clear. Once I graduated, I applied for a 
license from Australian Health Practitioner 
Regulation Agency (AHPRA), joined a Chi-
nese Medicine Association and started prac-
tising. The system is well-regulated and this 
guarantees my future and the profession's 
stand in the country. 

"My work is just like any other pro-
fessions. Although it is not an office job, I 
still work 9 am to 5 pm, sometimes till 6 pm 
or 7 pm. It might sound very ordinary and 
boring, but the fun part is what I encounter 
every day. I have the opportunity to meet 
different people with all sorts of health 
concerns. 

"Let me share something interesting here. 
Most of you must have thought that Asians 
or Chinese will make up majority of my 
client base. Well, it is not like that at all! 
Local Australians are very much open to 
Traditional Chinese Medicine nowadays. I 
would say 70% of my patients are locals and 
they are very happy with the results that they 
get from me. They are also very much 
impressed by how the theory of Chinese 
Medicine implies to the nature and to our 
body and health. 

"One funny "challenge" that I have en-
counter so many times is the way patients 
looked at me when they first came into the 
clinic. I have to do the whole explanation 
when they ask me about my qualification. 
The saying of 'the older the practitioner, the 
better skills he has' is still the main concept 
in people's mind when it comes to Tra-
ditional Chinese Medicine which I find does 
not necessarily apply in this time now, at 
least not in Australia. There are so many 
young practitioners I met who have deep 
knowledge and insights for me to learn from 
them. 

"I have come so far compared to the first 

time I saw patient in 2014. I am lucky 
enough to have chosen to study in IMU. 
During the first 3 years in IMU, learning has 
never been so exciting. Our lecturers are 
amazing. Not only they are the expertise in 
teaching this field, they are also our friends. 
Although sometimes it can be tough, mem-
orising facts and stressful exams periods, 
they never failed to make time easier for us 
by standing by our sides along the journey. 

"I am also very lucky to some medical 
friends to learn alongside with. Whenever I 
have doubt on a medical subject, I know I 
can always turn to them. They helped us to 
understand better on certain western 
medicine facts, and we helped then to 
strengthen their memories on those topics 
when they explain to us. At times when we 
arQ.all in doubt, we would seek answer from 
our friendly medical lecturers. This is the 
advantage that you can only have if you 
study in a medical university," Said Goh. 

IMU offers a 4-year BSc (Hons) in Chi-
nese Medicine. It also has partnerships with 
several universities of TCM in China 
(Shanghai University of TCM, Shandong 
University of TCM, Guangzhou University 
of TCM) and RMIT University, Australia for 
students to transfer after three years in the 
IMU Chinese Medicine programme. Stu-
dents will then be awarded the bachelor 
degrees in CM of the respective partner 
universities upon completion of their stud-
ies. 

The commencement for the Chinese 
Medicine programme is in February and 
September of each year. IMU welcomes 
students with pre-university qualifications 
to join the university as a start to a promising 
and rewarding yet challenging future with a 
career in Chinese Medicine. If you have a 
pre-university qualification, make an online 
application today. 

If you have just completed your SPM and 
do not have pre-university qualification, 
consider enrolling in the one-year IMU 
Foundation in Science (FiS), the direct route 
for entry into any of the University's local 
degree programmes. 

For more information, please refer to 
www.imu.edu.my or email: start@ 
imu.edu.my or call IMU at 03 - 2731 
7272. 
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