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Patient safety and public health should be 
made a culture
Jordan Lai

The promotion of public health 
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and patient safety should be 

“internalized and embodied”, says the 
Health Minister.

Two Memorandums of Understand-
ing (MoU) were signed between the 
Ministry of Health Malaysia (MOH) and 
International Medical University (IMU) to 
commemorate a partnership between 
the two institutions for the implemen-
tation of the MOH Komuniti Sihat Pem-
bina Negara (KOSPEN) programme in 
the IMU community, as well as the de-
velopment of an interactive online train-
ing module on patient safety.

Acting as the witness for the cere-
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Health Minister, also gave a speech 
emphasizing the importance of public 
health and awareness on non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs), in partic-
ular. Established in 2014, the KOSPEN 
programme aims to address the rising 
prevalence of NCD and the resulting 
burden on society and the country.

He touched on how the increasing 
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on the potential impact of NCD on the 
country’s productivity. Coupled with the 
rising cost of healthcare, NCD poses 
a compounding threat Malaysia’s so-
cio-economy. Referring to the National 
Health and Morbidity Survey in 2015, 
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type 2 diabetes.

Through the KOSPEN-IMU part-
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reviewed in all IMU activities and pro-
grams towards NCD prevention. These 
consist of healthy eating, regular exer-

cise, weight management, practicing a 
smoke-free lifestyle and early detection 
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will provide technical support, such as 
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students, in ensuring the implementa-
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Advancement in healthcare 
studies in Malaysia
The second memorandum acknowl-
edges the collaborative development of 
an interactive online training module on 
patient safety for junior healthcare pro-
fessionals and medical students prior 
to housemanship training. IMU aims to 
enhance the learning and teaching pro-
cess through the online platform, which 
also includes self-assessment tools 
and will continue to expand e-learning 
to other courses with the aim of in-
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ing the limitations of distance.
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point in the process of providing care 
to patients carries certain inherent 
risks that can lead to patient safety in-
cidents, listing out: medication errors, 
patient falls, erroneous transfusions 
and surgeries, misdiagnoses, among 

others. Mistakes with regards to patient 
safety may not only cause unnecessary 
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the healthcare providers and health-
care system.

He noted that patient safety is al-
ways a topic that is overlooked, es-
pecially by experienced healthcare 
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patient safety should be “internalized 
and embodied” to ensure the best 
possible quality of care to all patients. 
Patient safety has been consistently 
plagued with legal and ethical issues, 
most of which could be drastically min-
imized if healthcare professionals make 
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importance of patient safety in all as-
pects of treatment; from consultation 
through after-care. 
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that expanding the online learning plat-
form is a forward step towards health-
care education and hoped that the 
KOSPEN-IMU partnership will lead to 
an increase in awareness among the 
public towards NCDs.

Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah (2nd from left) and Professor Abdul Aziz Baba (2nd from right) 

exchanging the MoUs between the MOH and IMU, witnessed by Dato’ Dr Chong Chee Kheong, 
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Keat (back row).
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