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APTAIN Manvikram Singh 
Gill created history by being 
the first medical officer 
of the Armed Forces to be 
presented with the ‘Pharmacy 
Professional of The Year 2019’ 
award. SwipeRx, the largest 
social network of pharmacy 

professionals in Southeast Asia, honoured 
the 28-year-old with the top professional 
pharmacist award in the region, beating 
thousands of other pharmacists.

“I am proud of the award, which helped 
put the Armed Forces and the country on 
a pedestal. It will motivate my colleagues 
and me to aim higher in our service,” said 
Manvikram.

Manvikram, currently a pharmacist at 
the Tuanku Mizan Armed Forces Hospital 
in Wangsa Maju, Kuala Lumpur credits 
his success to his superior Brig-Gen Datuk 
Dr A. Halim Basari for his guidance and 
encouragement. Manvikram was Dr Halim’s 
understudy during his early years after 
graduating from the Armed Forces Health 
Institute at the Terendak Camp in Malacca. 
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Manvikram, who is pursuing a Master’s 
degree in pharmacy at the International 
Medical University in Bukit Jalil, Kuala 
Lumpur.

Manvikram is also an active participant 
of the Malaysian Pharmaceutical Society, 
the Malaysia-Australia Defence Alumni 
Association, the Armed Forces Sikh 
Association and the United Nations 

Association of Malaysia’s youth chapter.
The Perak-hailed pharmacist attended 

SMK Sri Ampang in Ipoh and graduated 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Pharmacy 
from the La Trobe University in Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia in 2014. He then enlisted 
in the Armed Forces the following year. He 
was sent for a two-month professional-
duty course in Terendak.  — The Health
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“It was Dr Halim who intensively 
groomed me with an advanced pharmacy 
leadership course,” Manvikram was quoted 
as saying in a media report. 

Dr Halim, who currently serves as 
pharmacy director at the Health Services 
Division of the Defence Ministry, is the first 
Malaysian military pharmacist. Manvikram 
was also tasked by Dr Halim to implement 
a strategic plan he devised when he began 
serving.

“The strategic plan was to establish, 
develop and expand the profession of 
military pharmacy for the nation. I attended 
various military professional courses, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
exercises and deployments,” he said.

Manvikram aspires to further promote 
the capabilities of the pharmacy profession 
in Malaysia.

“This, in the long term, will enhance the 
roles and responsibilities of pharmacists for 
the betterment of the community,” shares 
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