
The winning team that hoisted IMU's name on an international 
platform. 

Winning 
on the 
global stage 
THE Global University Medical 
Challenge (GUMC) was intro-
duced in the 13th International 
Medical Education Conference 
(IMEC) held at the International 
Medical University in 2018. 

This year, it was held at the 
University of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, in conjunction with the 
Colombo Medical Congress, held 
on Feb 14 and 15. 

This year's challenge saw a 
team from the School of 
Medicine, International Medical 
University, consisting of Evon 
Chai Huey San (Semester 7), 
Darwitha Sivanendran (Semester 
7) and Carmen Ching Hui Yee 
(Semester 5) winning third place 
and being awarded a cash prize 
of US$1,000 (RM4.310). 

University of Colombo which 
hosted the event, was the 
champion while University of 
Peradeniya was the first runner-
up. Ten university teams from 
different countries participated 
in this challenge. 

It was based on a vast area 
of knowledge including both 
pre-clinical and clinical subjects. 

The first round was presented 
in a USMLE (United States 
Medical Licensing Examination) 
format, covering both Step 1 and 
Step 2, which required extensive 
preparation as the questions 
were mostly based on applica-
tion and critical thinking. 

Eight best teams qualified for 
the second round, consisting of 
USMLE questions and spot diag-
noses, followed by a tight and 
competitive final round between 
the four best teams. 

For this challenge, the IMU 
students had to go through a 
great deal of preparation and 
team effort to reach their suc-
cess. The team trained under the 
guidance of Assoc Prof Dr Nilesh 
Kumar Mitra from the Human 
Biology Division along with 
Assoc Prof Dr Farida Hussan 
(Anatomy), Dr Htet Htet 
(Pharmacology), Assoc Prof Dr 
Justin (Biochemistry), Assoc Prof 
Dr Haresh (Microbiology) and Dr 
Tun Yee (O&G). 

The students felt they could 
develop good teamwork and 
understanding because the team 
had spent some weekends in 

IMU Bukit Jalil with Assoc 
Prof Dr Nilesh who conducted 
mock quizzes for them in addi-
tion to the materials for prepara-
tion provided by the team of 
lecturers. 

Chai said, "Without the help 
from IMU, our dream to hoist 
IMU's name on an international 
platform would never have 
manifested. Despite minor short-
comings, this was a new form of 
learning experience that has 
matured my thinking and 
medical knowledge." 

At IMU, students studying 
medicine have the option to 
complete the entire degree in 
IMU or study the first two-and-a-
half years of the degree in IMU 
and transfer to one of more than 
20 partner universities in 
Australia, UK, Ireland or Canada 
for completion of the medical 
programme. These international 
partnerships mean that the IMU 
curriculum has been developed 
to meet these universities' high 
international standards. 

The medical curriculum is not 
only benchmarked to meet high 
international standards but also 
provides a pathway for gradu-
ates to train and work in the US 
with the incorporation of the 
USMLE Preparatory Course into 
the IMU medical curriculum. 

As a medical student in IMU, 
students will get clinical expo-
sure as early as Semester 1. The 
aim of the clinical exposure is to 
ensure students gain sufficient 
skills before transferring to the 
clinical years. 

If you complete the entire 
degree locally in IMU, you will 
undergo an intensive six-month 
Senior Clerkship at Hospital Batu 
Pahat or Hospital Kluang in 
Semester 10, working in wards 
under the supervision of senior 
clinicians. This early clinical 
exposure and intensive Senior 
Clerkship will better prepare you 
for patient care and houseman-
ship training, which will then 
enable you to become better 
doctors. 

• For more details, refer to 
www.imu.edu.my or email 
start@imu.edu.my or 
caU IMU at 03-2731 7272. 
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