
Industrial training opens doors 
CHAN E-Lyn (pic) started her stud-
ies in International Medical 
University (IMU)'s BSc (Hons) in 
Pharmaceutical Chemistry pro-
gramme in 2016. She has grown to 
be more confident and learned 
more than she could have ever 
imagined. 

She relates her experiences: 
"During my final year, I had the 

opportunity to pursue my intern-
ship at the Malaysian Rubber 
Board (MRB) under the supervision 
of Dr Lee Siang Yin. 

"I was fortunate enough to have 
experienced first-hand and learned 
about natural rubber latex (NRL), 
its preservation system, characteri-
sation tests on surfactant and film 
and the general process of how a 
glove is made. 

"The problem with the current 

latex preservation system using the 
conventional method is that the 
volatile property of ammonia can 
cause detrimental effects to the 
human body and the environment. 

"With the hope of substituting 
ammonia, my role as a research 
assistant involved synthesising 
plant-based polymeric surfactant 
solutions to improve latex stabilisa-
tion and film formation. 

"After much patience and opti-
mism, the surfactant solutions 
were successfully synthesised. 
Subsequently, Dr Lee invited me to 
present my findings at the 
International Congress of Pure & 
Applied Chemistry (ICPAC) Yangon 
2019. 

It was an honour to present my 
study alongside researchers from 
top-notch universities from around 

the world. 
"All these would not have been 

possible without the support from 
the lecturers, staff and my mentor 
inlMU. 

"The Pharmaceutical Chemistry 
programme equipped me with the 
fundamental understanding of sci-
entific theories and analytical skills 
and trained me in proper research 
planning and laboratory manage-
ment." 

The pharmaceutical chemistry 
degree from IMU is accredited by 
the Royal Society of Chemistry 
(RSC), UK. The course is undertak-
en entirely at IMU and completed 
in three years (six semesters). 

Graduates can enter the work-
force and begin their career as 
chemists in pharmaceutical and 
other chemical industries. 

After obtaining the IMU BSc 
(Hons) Pharmaceutical Chemistry 
degree, those who meet the aca-
demic criteria can also continue to 
pursue the Master of Pharmacy 
programme at the University of 
Sydney or Curtin University in 
Australia. They are given credit 
exemptions in the Master of 
Pharmacy programmes. 

Graduates of the Master of 
Pharmacy degrees from these 
universities can register as practis-
ing pharmacists in Australia and 
Singapore, but not in Malaysia 
currently. 

The commencement of this pro-
gramme is in July and September 
each year. If you are interested, 
make an online application via 
www.imu.edu.my 

If you have just completed your 

SPM and do not have pre-universi-
ty qualification, consider enrolling 
in the one-year IMU Foundation in 
Science (FiS), the direct route for 
entry into any of the university's 
degree programmes. 

• For more details, log on to 
www.imu.edu.my or email 
start@imu.edu.my or call IMU 
at 03-2731 7272. 
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