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“Success is not final; failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.”  
– Winston Churchill 
 
Yang Berbahagia Academician Datin Paduka Setia Dato’ Dr Aini Ideris, Pro-Chancellor, International 
Medical University, 
Yang Berusaha Professor Abdul Aziz Baba, Vice-Chancellor 
Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Abu Bakar Suleiman, Chairman, IMU Group 
Members of the Board of Governors,  
Members of the Senate, 
 
Distinguished guests, my dear IMU colleagues, fellow students, family, and friends, I wish you all a very 
good morning! I am Anupa Sivakumar and am honored to represent my fellow postgraduate students. 
Before I start, I would like to thank all our supervisors for being with us throughout this challenging 
pandemic times and lending the much-needed support for us to achieve our research objectives, 
therefore I request all the postgraduates present here to stand up and join me in giving all our supervisors 
a big round of applause to show our gratitude and appreciation.   
 
Great results come from hard work and sacrifices. Take a moment and savor your reward after all those 
late-night experiments, planning, and preparing the bench work, skipping lunch and sometimes dinner, 
lack of sleep, and munching all those junk foods to churn the ideas from our brain for the thesis writing, 
and on top of that, the icing on the cake comes in the form of various movement control orders which 
made all these even more challenging. This is a period where we missed all the fun, we were also unable 
to meet our near and dear ones. And the reward of all these sacrifices is to be able to be here on this day 
and be proud looking back at the journey we all have crossed.  
 
Well done! Congratulations! 
 
I feel blessed and lucky enough to be chosen to deliver this speech in front of you all present here, as 
today is a momentous day for all of us, the postgraduates. We all know that IMU was and is an instrument 
to all our successes.  
 
Every postgraduate has a story to tell and reminisce on after he /she has graduated. The Ph.D. journey is 
like a roller coaster ride, but it’s worth the experience. It is a period of knowing yourself, knowing your 
potential as a researcher and scholar which eventually leads to wisdom that adds as a crown to your 
knowledge.  
 
At this moment, we would like to thank all the people who were very instrumental in giving us mental and 
physical support throughout the postgraduate period. Thanks to our families who always cheered us up 
whenever we were down not getting the right results, our friends (who are magical as angels) and 
colleagues who lent their time and hands whenever they could for our research and always instill positive 
vibration around us, and our lab staff who without fail attended to us without any hesitation whenever 
we ran into trouble. In addition, a very special thank you note to our hard-working IMU security guards 



who were guarding us very well on the grounds of our university and taking good care of us every time, 
we walked in and out of our labs, even in the middle of the night to make sure that we are all safe.  
 
All our roller coaster rides have been unprecedented. Every postgraduate student who graduates from 
IMU is special and valuable to the society and community. 
 
I can imagine how all of your family members and friends, as well as your fellow batchmates around you, 
must be feeling right now … extremely happy and proud to attend this convocation ceremony, after all, 
they have witnessed our hard work and determination. 
 
Dear postgraduate students, the degree that we are receiving today is absolutely the fruits of the 
dedication and hard work that we have pursued to date. Some of us may have experienced ordeals, even 
to the point of thinking about quitting our MSc or PhD. And few students from overseas, pursuing their 
studies in a foreign environment, in a different language, and amidst a different culture, must have been 
required to put forth an extraordinary effort. But after all those testing times, we have overcome many 
difficulties and mastered the disciplines that we chose to pursue. We are a special bunch of postgraduates 
I would say as we started our journey during the pre-covid era, unfortunately, we were struck by the 
pandemic and many of us had a turbulent journey, but still, we determined IMUians didn’t give up and 
mastered the art of working in a challenging period.  
 
Today, we are here proudly getting our rewards, master’s, and doctoral degrees from IMU, we are 
officially being recognized that we are well versed in extensive knowledge and expertise in our respective 
disciplines, not just theoretically, but also in critically thinking and devising practical solutions to the health 
care problems, using research as a powerful tool. 
 
I would like to conclude my speech by quoting Michelle Obama who once said:  
 
“For me, becoming isn’t about arriving somewhere or achieving a certain aim. I see it instead as forward 
motion, a means of evolving, a way to reach continuously toward a better self. The journey doesn’t end.” 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


