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A very warm welcome to:  

• Yang Berbahagia Academician Datin Paduka Setia Dato’ Dr Aini Ideris, Pro-Chancellor, 

International Medical University,   

• Professor Abdul Aziz Baba, Vice Chancellor,  

• Members of the Board of Governors,  

• Members of the Senate, 

• Members of the Faculty,  

• Distinguished guests, parents, fellow graduates, ladies and gentlemen.  

 

Good morning to all of you. I’m Jia Ying from DT117. It’s a great honour to be standing here 

and share a word or two on behalf of my peers in this remarkable event.  

 

Let me start by saying congratulations to the graduating class of 2022. We did it! All our hard 

work has finally paid off and we are now ready to embark on a new journey in life. It’s no secret 

that the last 4-5 years, in fact for us 5.5 years due to the pandemic, have been incredibly 

challenging for our class.  

 

Unprecedented, uncertain and unpredictable are the few words we heard countless times over 

the last two years. I can still remember how clueless we were when we had to do all of our 

classes online when COVID-19 struck. Believe me or not, we were clueless until the extent 

that our lecturer would join each and every one of our classes, just to remind us that “guys, 

it’s time, don’t be late for the next one”. When we are just about to get used to studying online, 

things changed again. We were called back to campus, off campus and on campus again 

depending on guidelines from the Ministry of Higher Education. I can still recall that we had a 

lot of worries during that time – about our research, lack of clinical training, meeting the 

programme clinical competency requirements.  

 

Having said this, we found ways to conquer these challenges. We learned how to present 

confidently in front of our laptops; We know how to pretend to have connection issues when 

lecturers call our names; We learned how to catch our runners’ attention when we need 

something in the clinic; We learned to appreciate all the precious clinical sessions we had; 

And most importantly, we learned how to adapt to changes. Change is the only constant in 

life. Learning how to embrace and adapt to change helps us become a better version of 

ourselves. 

 

Fellow graduates, we must not forget, striving through these challenges would never be 

possible without the help and support of the people around us.  

 

To our dearest parents, thank you for working relentlessly to support our journey here at IMU. 

Thank you for your never-ending support when we were facing various challenges during the 

pandemic. If it wasn’t for you, we wouldn’t be able to graduate with a degree today.  

 



To our beloved lecturers, thank you for working tirelessly to ensure we have sufficient clinical 

exposure during these difficult times. Thank you for your guidance, advice and motivational 

words, we will take it to heart and remember it during our practice in the future.  

 

To all the other staff in IMU, our lab technicians, academic services, student services hub and 

others, thank you for saving us when we struggled with our lab works and other issues. Thank 

you for all the information and assistance provided throughout this journey.  

 

Last but not least, I would like to thank you, my classmates, DT117 from the School of Dentistry. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. Let’s cherish the memories we made during 

these years and don’t forget to keep in touch.  

 

Dear graduates, graduation marks the conclusion of one chapter, and the beginning of another 

chapter with bigger challenges to face in our life. Always remember to have faith in yourself, 

and you are capable of taking on any obstacle that may come in your life. You have all 

overcome a unique experience that has never happened before.  

 

Before I end my speech, I would like to wish each and every one of the graduating Class of 

2022 all the very best. May you shine in your next life chapters. Thank you very much.  


